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owes little to the efforts of Congress workers and that the  awaken-
ing has been spontaneous*

MADRAS LEADERS

The blame for this poor spread of swadeshi certainly lies with
the leaders. And yet, the number of voluntary workers in Madras
is by no means small, and Shri Rajagopalachari's ability and
Dr. Rajan's devotion are of the highest* But these workers had to
create a new climate, and they came up against many difficulties.
The fact that they have not been deterred by the difficulties and
are carrying on the work despite them is as surprising as it is grati-
fying. I have great faith in the Madras people's regard for dharma.
The masses are as simple-hearted as in other provinces. Their
capacity for hard work is unlimited. One cannot be certain, there-
fore, that Madras, which is in the rear today, will never be in the
forefront. Madras has weavers in plenty and their skill is of the
highest order. I met the chief workers among them at Kumba-
konam. They have undertaken to use hand-spun yarn exclusively,

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 25-9-1921

9L   LETTER TO C. F. ANDREWS
ON THE TRAIN,
September 25 [1921]
MY DEAR CHARLIE,
I have your letter. Of course with me the burning1 is not vital
to the movement. One may be in it although one may not like
burning. From Mahadev's talk, I gathered that probably you had
begun to doubt the truth of the whole movement. I therefore
wrote to you that even if you did, my affection for you would re-
main changeless and unaffected,2 But naturally it consoles me to
find that you believe in the movement as much as ever before. I
do want to retain the co-operation of all the friends I can* At the
same time I feel the truth of the movement so much that I shall
be content even to stand alone and defend it. There is no other
way of ridding ourselves of the worship of violence and all its off-
shoots.
I hope you will benefit by the voyage.
1 Of foreign cloth.
"Letter to G, F. Andrews", 14-9-1921.